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Introductory Notes on Revelation 

Opening Up Revelation - Rev.1:1-8 

 
Revelation 1:1  The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He 

made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God 

and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 

Revelation (Greek:  “Apokalypto” means unveiling, revealing, disclosing)  

Revelation is not given to obscure or hide things, but to reveal things. 

To reveal God’s truth. (v.1  ‘revelation from Jesus’; ‘to show’;  ‘made it known’)  

 To who ?  (“his servants”) – us, the followers of Jesus  

 Through who? (his servant John) – John, the last living Apostle who wrote this last book of 

the Bible near the end of the first century (about 95AD).  written at Jesus’ command to 

“show his servants what must soon take place” 

 

It’s a book given to inform; instruct; reveal – not confuse, obscure and conceal. 

 

Beware sensationalist or wild interpretations.  

Revelation primarily requires careful, prayerful reading of the TEXT (not other people’s versions or 

interpretations of the text) 

 

i. Don’t ignore Revelation.   

God promises a blessing to all who hear and take it to heart.  

3 Blessed is the one who reads (aloud) the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart 
what is written in it, because the time is near. 

 
ii. Don’t obsess over it.  

It is (v.2) The WORD OF GOD – as is the rest of the Bible.  And we approach it as we would 

the rest of Scripture.  Prayerfully seeking to hear what the Lord has to say to us. 

 

Revelation uses a particular “genre” of writing called “apocalyptic”  - a style which is full of 

symbolism and allusion.  Much allegory and vivid illustration mark the book.  
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Revelation tool kit 

FOUR ESSENTIAL TOOLS TO USE IN OPENING UP REVELATION 

1. Scripture Interprets Scripture 

 

God’s Word contains the Key to God’s Word.  

A good Bible knowledge is essential for every serious student of God’s word.  

Find a good Bible translation with cross referencing.  A concordance and Bible Dictionary will also 

be a good help.  

Recommended Bible:  The ESV (English Standard Version is a good translation of the original 

language.  The NIV (New International Version) is deigned to be a good readable translation of the 

original language but may not always be as literal a translation as ESV.  

 

The “code book” to understanding Revelation is NOT the latest best selling End Time conspiracy 

theory book,  it’s the Hebrew Scriptures.  

 

Why was Revelation written in this Apocalyptic Old Testament “code”?  

Because at this time of writing this section of the Roman Empire (Asia Minor) was growing more 

and more hostile towards the followers of Jesus – and it was necessary for Jesus to speak to his 

church through John in a way that Believers would understand and not the unbelieving Roman 

rulers. 

 

2. Symbolism before Literalism  

John of all the NT writers is the most “symbolism” orientated.  

The modern trend (last 100 years) has steered towards literalism perhaps as a pendulum swing 

away from over allegorical Biblical interpretation.  

Taking time to understand the Old Testament and Hebrew symbolism will open up a rich treasure 

of truth for the careful reader.  

<><  ><> 

The most important symbol in Revelation is the number 7  
Revelation 1:4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits  

[ sevenfold spirit] ] before his throne,  

 

If you take this literally then the letter only has relevance to the original seven churches (even 

though there were more than seven churches in Asia minor at the time) 

AND you end up with a contradictory doctrine of the seven spirits of God.  

 

But in Hebrew symbolism, Seven  represents perfection; completion; fullness;  

Therefore  

The Seven churches ultimately speak of the complete church; all of the local churches.  

The Seven (sevenfold) spirits of God means perfect Spirit of God = the Holy Spirit 
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John structures the entire book around the number 7 

 

THE STRUCTURE OF REVELATION 

 

Intro.  Rev.1:1-8 

Part A The Seven Revelation Churches Rev.1:9-3:22 

Part B The Seven Apocalyptic Scenes  

 

1 

The Throne Room (stage set) 

The Seven Seals of Suffering 

(4:1-5:14) 

Rev.6:1-8:1 

2 The Seven Trumpets of Trouble Rev.8:2-11:19 

3 The Seven Scenes of Conflict Rev.12:1-14:20 

4 The Seven Plagues of Wrath Rev.15:1-16:21 

5 The Seven Words of Justice Rev.17:1-19:10 

6 The Seven Visions of Reality Rev.19:11-21:8 

7 The Seven Heavenly Revelations Rev.21:9-22:19 

Epilogue  Rev.22:6-21 

 

 

3. Priority  of the Gospel Framework 

The Gospel is not just four books in the Bible (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John).  It spans the entire 

Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  The message of the gospel is centred on Christ and particularly 

his Death and Resurrection.  It also looks forward to (and often closely connects) the return of 

Christ.  

 

The Cross and the Crown are the two Gospel “markers” in the book of Revelation.  All proper 

interpretation of the Apocalypse cannot ignore these two beacons. 

  
Revelation 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.To 

him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 

Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds,’  and ‘every eye will see him, even those who pierced him’; 

    and all peoples on earth ‘will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 

 

Far from being just a future focused prophetic book, the Revelation is firmly anchored in Calvary. 

The Key verse of Revelation would therefore be: 

“Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  (Revelation 5:5) 

 

What’s the Key word?  “has” !!!    (Past tense) 

 

Revelation declares that the victory is already won.  
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Understand it this way:  A marathon runner wins the race by crossing the finish line first.  Later that 

day he receives his gold medal at the Olympic presentation ceremony.  The athlete did not win the 

race on the podium but at the moment he crossed the finish line (the medal affirms / confirms his 

victory).  

 

So too with the Gospel.  The Lord won victory at the Cross, the return of Christ as Judge and King 

will affirm his victory.  We live in this in-between time – (and Revelation speaks prophetically 

(Rev.1:3) into this in-between time)  it is a time when people (and demons) are disputing or 

objecting Christ’s victory, but a day will soon come when they will be silenced as the victor steps 

up to the ‘podium’ and brings confirmation of His victory to every tongue, tribe and nation of the 

world.  

 

4. Event based before Chronological  

Over the last 100 years its been so popular to make out that Revelation is a prophetic diary of the 

end times.  

Thousands of books have been written detailing a time line to Armageddon from “clues” in 

Revelation.  A number of teachers love interpreting 7 churches as representing seven ages of the 

church – many have detailed dates and historical “proofs” – most are sure that we are in the end 

times (starting 1906 / 1914 etc etc).  

 

But there is just one problem.  

There is NO explicit mention of these sorts of time lines in the Bible. 

We wont find any outline of the SEVEN church ages anywhere in the Bible.  

The Biblical proofs for “seven church ages” are at best very weak.  

 

Chronological approaches to Revelation seem more rooted in Western thought than in Hebrew 

thought.  Hebrew time is far more event based than chronologically based.  

 

We cannot go beyond what is written in the text of Revelation. (Rev.22:18,19) 

The conclusion of the text is that Revelation speaks prophetically about events that will happen 

between the Cross of Christ and the Return of Christ.   

 

This is not a “boring” conclusion, it’s an exciting realization. 

Revelation rightly read will focus you on Christ and his agenda rather than yourself and your own 

agenda. 

Revelation ultimately reveals the glorious, risen, reigning JESUS  

the firstborn from the dead; the ruler of the kings of the earth ! (v.5). 

 

You will see that He is on the throne - moving all the church through this ‘in-between time’  (not just 

suffering; persecution; demonic attack; martyrdom – but even the dry times; complacency; pride; 

hard heartedness)  he’s moving everything that happens in the church of Jesus towards the grand 

finale of history: the return of the King.  

 

 

And you and I – far from living our day to day seemingly hum drum suburban lives – are part of that 

grand eternal drama – spiritual forces are at work even now as we read these words  – there is a 

spiritual dimension to your life – unseen forces are at work - demonic temptation – angelic 

intervention;  a cosmic drama is playing out – and you and I are part of it.   
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We play our part in this great ‘objection to Christ’s rule’ by spiritual warfare (prayer); military 

training (Bible study; learning; teaching) and strategic invasion of enemy territory (evangelism; 

outreach; mission).  

  

You are not just an accountant !!  you have a cosmic part to play in heaven’s plan 

 

The question is – which part are you playing?  

Are you part of Christ’s army? His Kingdom and Priests? ()v.6) 

Or are you (without even realizing it) part of the devil’s army and playing your part in resisting the 

spread of God’s Kingdom in this Gospel age? 

 

This is an urgent question you need to answer – because “very soon” (Gk – suddenly) the 

prophetic promise of v.7 will come true.  

 

The great Timeline of Revelation is focused only from ONE event to ONE event. 

The First and Second coming of Christ.  

The pressing urgency of Christ’s return is all over these pages.   

Its almost like you can feel the anticipation of it  

Rev.1:7 ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds,’ 

    and ‘every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him’; 

    and all peoples on earth ‘will mourn because of him.’ 

So shall it be! Amen. 

8 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 

Almighty. 

 

<><   ><> 

 

 

Now -  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests 

to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.  (Rev.1:5,6) 

 

 

 


